


harsh words
Welcome back to the Frontline. 2010 is here, and a little delayed, 
owing to a sneak attack by a hacker at the tail end of 2009, which 
required our crack team of sappers to stage a lethal counter-attack, 
but here we are with another helping of VIOLENT! goodness, just the 
way you like it. And now paper-free! Cheap at half the price!

Owing to circumstances beyond our control, Flatworm: Legs' Eleven 
is having to take a time-out, but in the meantime, welcome JONBAR 
HINGE, courtesy of Jay Eales and Andy Radbourne, (artist of BROTHERS 
and BRIT FORCE, published by Moonface Press).

In other news, buckle your seatbelts once again for the BRITISH 
FANTASY AWARDS 2010, as we've recently heard that THE GIRLY COMIC 
has been recommended for the BFAs again. After making the shortlist 
last year, let's see if we can go one better this time! Of course, 
last year's winner, Joe Hill has also been recommended again, as has 
Bryan Talbot's GRANDVILLE, so we're under no illusions that we're 
anything other than the long shot... but keep your fingers crossed 
for us, if you would.

The Factor Fiction webcomics are up and running again, with VIOLENT! 
displaying stories from the archives every weekday, and GIRLY 
putting up a mix of strips from the archives along with all-new ones, 
and a mix of blogs and reviews.

At time of writing, we're days away from a General Election. We're on 
the precipice, troops. Whoever gets in, it's going to get bumpy, and 
someone's bound to get sent over the top...

Stand at ease, men!

General Mayhem
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ELECTRONIC BOUQUETS & BRICKBATS TO mikie@wurzzz.demon.co.uk  &  jay.eales@googlemail.com

SNAIL MAIL SUBMISSIONS AND ORDERS TO factor fiction, 38 clarkes road, wigston, leicester le1 2be



















































































































The usual Suspects
Darren Winter has various projects on the go, which he talks of in a whispering 
conspiratorial kind of way, as if they are going to be ground-breaking moments in 
publishing. When not suffering from delusions of grandeur, Darren pumps iron and 
listens to heavy rock as inspiration for his artistic endeavours,

Darren Douglas was sent to prison by a military court in 1972 for a crime he 
didn’t commit. He promptly escaped from a maximum security stockade to the Los 
Angeles underground. Today, still wanted by the government, he survives as a 
soldier of fortune, and if you have a problem, if... Oh wait, that’s Faceman. Darren’s 
the guy who’s spent every spare minute of his life unconscious on the couch, 
drooling beer and Tesco cheese balls down his expensive, ill-fitting Supergirl 
outfit, dreaming of pole-dancing midget Ernest Borgnines in matching powder blue 
tutus.

Jay Eales figures that you must know him by now. He’s been here long enough, and 
writes a substantial portion of every issue. Look up a back issue if you’re really  
in the dark. He coulda been a contender...

Chris Askham was the last test pilot in the doomed Hyperion Project. Hushed 
up by the government, he returned to Earth, changed by his experience. Don’t 
ask, because he doesn’t like to talk about it. Oh, and try not to stare, point or 
run away. It’s rude, you know. On the plus side, the extra arms come in handy for 
his freelance illustration work at http://www.chris-askham.co.uk He is the second 
artist on KNUCKLES to have taken on the assignment only to have a child shortly 
thereafter. Must be the testosterone or something.

Finn Clark lived in Japan for two years and has been an actor, writer, computer 
programmer, teacher of various things and professional bridge player.  He likes 
Doctor Who, watches strange movies and writes too many reviews, which are all on 
his website (finnclark.thiswaydown.org)

Jay Rainford-Nash was told in art school that there was no place for 
illustrators. It was at university where his tutors pushed him to do more narrative 
material, where they felt his strengths lay. His influences include artists such as 
Norman Rockwell, Phil Hale and Ed Hopper. You can contact him at corrandark26@
hotmail.com or his webpage www.corrandark.deviantart.com

Paul McCaffrey is a professional illustrator and comic artist. He’s also a member 
of the Phase 4. You can see more of Paul’s work at www.coroflot.com/paul_mccaffrey

Alex Smith has always loved to draw as far back as he can remember. When he 
was twelve he handed in a Maths project full of movie statistics. He spent the 
majority of time illustrating the cover - it was a kick-ass image of ROBOCOP! He 
was told he would never make a mathematician. However, in the world of comics, 
it’s possible he could! Perhaps that’s why he loves comics so much. His misspent 
youth, staring into space, can finally be put to use. He has contributed to a number 
of independent publications, including VIOLENT!, NUCOMIX and ZARJAZ. he also 
writes and illustrates his own anthology, LONER. He is currently living a transient 
lifestyle, much like that of a gypsy. He’ll be the one asking where the toilets are! 
alexsmith365@hotmail.com

Andrew Radbourne was born in the days when bad guys wore black. He wandered 
the earth aimlessly until he discovered Marvel comics, it was a revelation. He 
knew what his goal in life was, but since there were no gamma bombs or irradiated 
spiders available in Rugby, he decided he would draw comics. For years he tried 
to interest publishers. But was he crushed, downbeaten, defeated - well eventually, 
yes. He wandered the wilderness for years until deciding to relauch BRITFORCE (a 
comic he had worked on in the 90s). The passion was back. The love of drawing men 
and women in skintight lycra, beating the crap out of each other was reborn! It was 
his first love and he promises never to abandon it again!

Mike Sivier is the father of VIOLENT! Currently operating undercover in Wales, 
he still manages to keep a beady eye on each issue as it progresses, in an Eye of 
Sauron manner, while dreaming up new strips such as HARD-BOILED HITLER.

Stephen Prestwood was raised by the infamous PG Tips chimps after being 
swapped by his real parents for a bag of KP Nuts. Fed on a constant diet of tea 
and banana sandwiches, his perception of reality is so warped that he thinks 
EVERYTHING is just all made up. He is now attempting to conquer the world by 
telling stories via the medium of sequential art. So far, he has taken Milton Keynes.




